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News In Brief
China begins
clinical trials of
neutralising anti-
body Covid-19
treatment

Th Institute of Microbiology
al the Chincse Academy of
Sciences announced on Salus-
day that s application for
Fully human monoclomal anti-
¥ clinical inals for Covid-
19 has been approved by the
National Mﬁ:{m Products
Administration,
With this update China’s do-
mestically produced coron-
avines antibody medicine has
entered into a clinical evalua-
tion phase, reported the
Gilobal Times.,
In phase I, the clinical trial
will test the salety and
of the neutralising antibody
among healthy people.
A Beying-based immunola-
gist, whio requested
anonymily, old the Global
Times that the tnal marks a
breakihrough in the treatment
of Cowvid-19 around the
world.
“Monoclonal antibodies are
generally very rarely used in
the treatment of infectious
discases. Antibodies  are
sometimes used in the treat-
mentl of diphthena, elanus,
even Ebola, but they cither
are antiserum of the plasma
from recowered paticnis, not
e honal "™
Many rescarch teams in other
countries have alse been
working on monoclonal anti-
bodies of novel coronavirus,
but few of them have entered
inic tnals, he said,
The expert explained that
monoclonal antibodies, unlike
polyclonal antibodies, have
their own unique siruciure
and sequence m which the an-
hbody binds to the antigen,
and that uniqueness repre-
sents s intellectual propery
right.
“It is worth mentioning that
this antibody drug has our
own independent intellectual
property rights of China as it
indicates the monoclonal an-
tibody is only unique fo the
research teams,” he said.
On Moy 26, the Maiure ne-
leased research on antibodics
of Covid-19 led by teams of
expoerts from the Institute of
Microbiology at the Chincse
Academy of Sciences, Wuhan
Wirelogy Institule,

NCOC briefs
emergency re-
sponders on its

resource manage-
ment system

For the first time since the
contagion hit Pakistan in Feb-
ruary, the National Coordina-

Lion and ration  Cenire
(NCOC) held a meeting with
emergency respenders in dif-
ferent provinees.

A video confference wos
held by the NCOC with
Famzan Chippa, of Chippa
Amhulnm:-:ﬁ.Pp.J;.hnmd E’ﬁ:i
representing e Edhi Foun-
dation, Metropolitan Corpo-
rmtion  lslamabad (MCT)
Health DG Dr Hassan Ovoog,
the DGoof the 1122 helpline
in Punjab Dr Rizwan, and
representatives from
Balochistan, Gilgit-Baltistan
and Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir, read a statement isswed
on Sunday,

The participants briefed the
NCOC on  their existing
mechanism o provide emer-
gency services 1o the public,
while the latter apprised on
the Respurce Management
Swstem (RMS) through which
1,579 hospitals are linked - it
directs the user as to which
carg facility has what re-
sources available, such as
beds, ventilaiors cic,

According to NCOC, as of
now, the data of 804 hospitals
out of 1,597 is visible on the
RMS system,

Paricipants were alao in-
formed about the Pak Neghe-
baan App which was
launched on Friday, They
wiere apprised that 1,110 hos-
pitals have been linked on the
application and the e¢mer-

ACy res 5 can rely on
il to find oul which healih
care facility nearest to them
has resources available,
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PM directs federal agencies to

~

'investigate, file cases' against
those involved in sugar scam

Special Assistant to Prime
Minister on Accountfability
Shahzad Akbar on Sunday
sajd that Prime Minister
Imran Khan has approved a
"matrix of actions™ to be
iaken against those named
im the Sugar Forensic Com-
mission's (SFC) report,

Last month, the govem-
ment hind made public a re-
port by the Sugar Forensic
Commission (5FC) consn-
uted o investigate and as-
sign responsibility for the
shortage and price hike of
the commeadity in the coun-
Iy in recent Mmes.

Addressing a press con-
ference in lsla along-
side Information Minister
Shibli Faraz following a
meeting with the premier on
Sunday, Akbar zaid it has
been decided o nke penal
actions against sugar mill
owners that violated the Law,
recover the looted money,
and overhaul and reform the
regulatory system.

"Beven major  actions
have been approved by the

mier, The entire matter of

29 billion subsidy given
o sugar mill owners will be
investigated by the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB), Any companies that
committed viglations afl!‘cr
getting subsidy would fall
within MNAB's jurisdiction.
Subsides given by the fed-
eral or provincial govemn-
ments will be investigaied.

"Political families entered
the sugar business in the
|990s and since then they
have crushed everyone else
in the indusiry, A well-
known family in the 1990
exported sogar to India
NAB will also investigate

that cose and in this n:ﬁnn:l
a reference will be drafted.
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1 dead, 4 injured after

residential building
collapses in Karachi's

Al least one Of Was
killed while four others
were injured after a resi-
dential building in Lyari's
Asquat Colony collapsed
on Sunday night.

Edhi officials said rescoe
operalions  were  under

{|way to find those buried

underneath the rubble,

According to a statement
by the Karachi police of-
fice all four thal were in-

| | jured, including a woman

- k| ‘

Barrister Shahzad Akbar addressing a press conference along with Min-
ister for Information and Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz, in federal

capifal.

“Not only the nine mills
that we have already men-
tioned were the beneficiar-
ies but nearly all the 20
sugar mills,"” he said,

khar said thar the Fed-
eral Board of Revenue
(FEBR) would launch inves-
tigations into sales tax fraud,
mill owners showing e-
duced income and benami
transaciions, which he said
the report had found evi-
dence of. It has been di-
rected to  ensure  that
adjudication on cases and
recovienes siart within %0
days. The FBR has also
been direcied to conduct
forensic audit of all mills
besides those mentioned in
the report, be added.

"A significant amount of
money might be added o
the natipnal  reasury
through recovenies [made as

a result of these invesnga-
tions).”

The SAPM said that the
third action the premier ap-
proved was investigation of
cartelisation by the Compe-
tition Commission of Pak-
istan  (CCP). “These
companies became wolves
and caused damage to the
people and the CCP failed 1o
check this in the past. A new
team has been constitubed
that will submit a repont
within 90 days.”

The State Bank of Pak-
istan would be directed to
investigate companies that
showed fake exports or who
"converted foreign remit-
tances into halal income®,
defaulted on loans or sold
pledged stocks, It would
also submil a report o the
finance ministry within 90
days. "Not just a generalised

report, the SBP will mention
companies and their frauds
by name, It will impose
heavy fincs on those found
in viclation®,

The Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) and Secun-
fes Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP)
would investigate corporate
fraud, the special assistant
said, odding thatr stock
frasd, shan:hnlu.l-lgr fraud and
other types of corporate
fraud such as underwriting
would be investigated.

The FLA would also in-
vigstigate the matter of fake
exports fo Afghanistan and
money laundenng. Akbar
said that "every receipt will
be checked and the FIA will
file cases in the couns
within 90 days against those
who did this.”

dland a child, have been

taken to Civil Hospital for
medical treatment.

Speaking 0 Dawn.com,
City SF  Mugaddas
Hader said that residents
had been given notices
due to the dilapidated
state of the building, be-
cause of which many
families had vacated their

ments.

n Sunday moming, an-
other major crack had ap-
peared in the building due
0 which several more
people had evacuated
their apartments, he said.
He added that it was still
too early to say how many
l:_caple had been killed.

aking notice of the inci-
dent, Sindh Chief Minis-
ter Murad Ali  Shah
directed the Karachi com-
mmissioner (o begin rescue
operations, according 1o a
statement by his
spokesperson.
The chief minister di-
rected officials concerned
to carry oul the necessary
rescue work and 1o subonst
an inquiry report on the
incident.

Lyari neighbourhood

E_‘ I
uilding Control Author-
ity (SBCA) spokes n
Ali Mehdi Kazmi, the col-
lapsed building had been
declared dangerous.

*The residential building
was in a dilapidated state
and was old. Notices were
issued six months ago to

vacate the building and|!

around two months ago it

was also recommended |;

that the electricity and gas
supply be cut.”

Despite this, the district
administration did not
take the necessary action,
he said.

In March, 27 people were

killed after a building col- |
lapsed in Karachi's Gul-|;

bahar Area. The
residential building had

fallen on two adjacent |the M

structures, bringing them
to the ground as well.
Following this, a case was
registered at Karachi's
Rizvia Police Station in
the state's name against
the building owner.

The first information re- |Pesh
port included clauses 322 | big

{causing death without in-
tention}), 119 (Qisas), 337
{causing bodily harm),
427 (mischief causing
malterial damage) and 190
{mding and abetting) of
the Pakistan Penal Code.

Tests may miss more than 1in 3
COVID-19 cases

ISLAMABAD: A team
from Johns Hopkins Modi-
cing has found tha PCR-
based tests for SARS-CoV-2
have a Mlze negntive rate of
ai least 20%, depending on
the time of testing.

The majority of ests for
the novel coronavinus in-
valve laking a swab from the
back of the nose or the throat
for genclic analysis,

iz analysis uscs a labo-
ratory procedure called re-
W e r 1 &
iranscriplase-polvmerase
chain reaction (RT-PCR),
which converts e ma-
terial from the vimes (RNA)
1o DA before amplifying it.
It allows the detection of ge-
netic material specific (o the
SARS-CoV-2 wvirus, con-
firming a diagnosis of the as-
socialad disease, OOVID-19,

Although serological, ar
antibody, tests are also avail-
able, these typically serve to
conlirm a past infection in
people who have since re-
covered from COVID-1%9,
rather than to detect an active
infection.

There has been much dis-
cuszion aboul the accuracy
of antibody tests, with man-
ufaciurers gven withdrawing
somie such tests due 1o con-
cerns about their reliabality.

A new analysis suggests that
the accuracy of RT-PCR
could also be under question.

Scientists  from  Johns
Hopkins Medicine in Balu-
mone, Maryland, have shown
that as many as | in 5 RT-
PCR tesis for the coronavinus
may produce false negatives,
incorrectly informing a pa-
tiend that they do not have a
SARSCoV-2 infection when
they actually do.

Since the beginning of the
coronavirus outbreak, RT-
PCR has had rowtine use as a
diagnostic tool, However, the
accuracy of the l-u:s:huism: in
detecting SARS-CoV-Z, and
particularly how this relates
to the length of time since
the infection, is unclear,

Understanding the sccu-
racy of the test is vital be-
cause the results frequently
contribute to imporiant deci-
sions, such as whether to
allow healthcare workers 1o
retum 1o work.

Incorrecily iclling a person
working on the t'mﬁlljnt thai
they do not have a SARS-
CoV-2 infection and can ne-
turn 1o work could lead to
further spread of the virus,
Additionally, the informaticn
from testing also informs the
decisions of governmenis re-
garding the lifting of restric-

Lions,
To estimate the rate of

false-negative tests for the |B

cornavirus, Lhe researchers
behind this study searched
the lierature on the topic.
They included siudies thai
used an RT-PCR-based test
o detect SARS-CoV-Z in
samples collected from the
upper respiralony traci and
that also reported the time
since symplom onsel or ex-
posure to the vins.

They identified seven
studies in total, which in-
cluded data from 1,330 pa-
tient samples, including
inpaticnts {people in the hos-
pital) and those managing
their symploms at home.

Their analysis showed that
the likelibhood of a false-neg-

ative result varied d?'htnd.in,-g
on the time since infection.

It appears that the virus is
mol detectable immediately
after infection, On the first
day of infection, the proba-
bility of missing a dizgnosis,
i.e., a false-negative result,
was 10,

At day 4 after exposure 10
the wirus, the probability of a
lalse-negabive resull secms
to reduce to 674, By day B,
it decreases o 200G, in-
ning Lo increase again after-
ward.

Crackdown against criminals, anti so-
cial elements in all districts continued

Islamabad: As per direc-
tlions of Inspector General of
Police Punjab Shoaib Dasi-
gir, crackdown against crim-
inals and ani soceal elements
in all districts of the province
i continued on and in ihis re-
gard Attock police under su-
pervision of district police
officer Syed EKhalid Hamdani
achicved landmark success
afber clutching the necks of
criminals,

Distnict police officer Syed
Khalid Hamdani shared po-
lice report progress and told
that police tcams under Ma-
tional Action Plan underook
search operations duning last
month in the whole district
and arrested iotal 446 crimi-
nals including 50 prociaimed
offenders involved in 377

cases of murder, altlempl to
murder, thell, dacoily and
kidnapping in ransom and re-
coverdd huge amount of au-
tomated weapons and drugs
including 03 klashinkoves,
18 rifles, 18 guns, 43 pisiols,
01 carbseen and 224 bullets of
different bores (rom the ac-
cuscd and cases have been
istered apainst them.
‘hile underiaking a srict
lockdown across the district
Altock  Police recovered
BO968 kg chars, 02 k
heroin 173 lire alcohol an
1600 kg opium have been
recovered from the accused,
Likewite in a crackdown
against gamblers 10 cases
hawve bheen regisiered
whereas, record of S1E-

pecied persons has  been

checked in different arcas
during search operation, (K
redal houses have been
checked, socunty arrange-
ments of 700 sensitive edu-
cational mstitutions have also
been checked, 500 hotels
have been checked, 15 bus
ierminals have been checked
whiereas B sensitive and
important public places have
been chcef-:d-
Likewise, police also
bound 63 individuals For pur-
ol bail under £ and F
07 and 104 for protection,
Adteck police durmmg this
month registered 07 cases
against power thefl, Dunng
month of May Aucck Police
due to its effective patrolling,
pickeis and positive siralegy
contralled.

Senator Rehman Malik sends legal notice
to blogger Cynthia Ritchie over rape

Senator Rehman Malik, through his lawyer, has

allegation

sent a legal nofice fo Islamabad-based American

blogger Cynthia Rifchie, it

an Sunday, ask-

ing for an "ungualified public apology™ and with-
drawal of rape allegations within 15 days.

Ritchie, who was al the
centre of a controversy |asi
wieek when she tw whai
the PPP  desenbed as
"derogatory and slanderous
remarks™ about slain former
prime  minister  Benazir
Bhutto, has accused MMalik of
raping her in Islamabad in
2011,

In a live video on her
Facehook page on Friday,
she alao acoused former fed-
eral minister Makhdoom
Shahabuddin and ex-prime
mintster Yousul Raza Gilan
of “physically manhandling®
her while Gilani was staying
at the "President's House™ —
ach denied by both the
senior PPP lcaders.

The notice, a copy of
which is available with
Dawn.com, acknowlodges
thit Malik — a former inte-
rior minister and senior PPP
leader — met Ritchie in his
office in Ministry of Interior
in the presemce of Azam
Swall's daughier re Ing a
visa issue. “Any other meet-
ing regarding your visa with
[Malik] is out of the ques-
tion,” il says,

Referring to Rilchic’s
tweel  regarding  Benazir
Bhuito, it says Malik “no-
ticed all of a sudden you
emerged on [the] social
media scene and began a
SIMCATNG campaign”™ againsi
the late prme  minisier,

adding that subsequent ac-

tipn was taken by PPP lead- |1

s

E:‘.:-:ad: Motice 1ssued 10 |!

FIA on PPP leader’s plea
against Us bl

The notice also mentions a
tweet by Ritchie on June 2 in
which she had acouwsed Mahk
ol illegally issuing a Pakistan
Origin Card 1o a foreigner,
adding that the claim was
"strongly rebutied” by the
Mational Daiabase and Reg-
istration Authority (Madm).

"Bince vou lailed in your
accusation, you stared his
characier assassination by
levelling bogus and dis-
P ing allcgations on June
Sumrgnggh }rh:c?l:r Twitter and
Facchook accounts,” the no-
tice says of the mpe allega-
L,

Druse to the "false, frivolous

and bascless al fion”, the | F

reputation of Malik has "ad-
versely suffered at the na-
tional  and
level®, it says,
Malik, through the notice,
has demanded from Ritchie
Rs500 million in damages, a
"prompd” withdrawal of the
allegations "in the same
manner in which it was re.

leased and posted on social, (#

print and electronic media™

within 15 days of receiving | |

the motice, as well as an “un-
qualified apology”™.

COMSATS & WHO Telemedicine
Maternal Health Training for Doctors

Islamabad: The prevailing
corona  pandemic  has
strongly underpinned the sig-
nificance and practicality of
digital 1oeols and mechanisms
with igle healih being the
mosl recognized one  as
health systems around the
glebe are under increasing
Sreas,

These changing trends in
healthcare sysiems towards
digital means have further
underscored the need for
knowledge, skill develop-
ment and capacity building
of tele health providers,

Realizing this emerging
demand, COMSATS  has

parincred wath the World
Health Organization (WHO),

Pakistan, and the Ministry of

Mational Health Services
Regulations and Coordina-
tion, Covernment of Pak-
istan, for irmining of doctors
and paramedics involved in
providing tele health services
relating 1o Reproduciive,
Maternal, Newborn, Child
and Adolescent Health (RM-
MCAH).

Being held from Bth June
to 12thJune 20020, the first
hase of the training will
¢lp build relevant capacity
of the dociors in Pakistan
working for maternal and

child healihcare scrvices,

with the aim to aid the |
healtheare sys1em sulfenng a

major sethack due to closure
of regular OPDs in some
arcas of ihe country amid
lockdown,

Master tminers from WHO
shall train a number of partic-
ipanis including ihose from

OMSATS ele-clinics,
Human Development Foun-
dation (HDF) and Schat Ka-
hani, by wusing wanous
demonstration  tools  and

uipmcnt,
L online

PIA Special flight to bring stranded Pakistani
citizens from Chicago on 14th June

Islamabad: The CGovern-
ment of Pakistan’s special
PIA charter Might for repatr-
ation of sranded Pakistanis
will depart from O Hare In-
iemational Aj , Chi
for Islamabad on 14th of this

month. This will be the sixth
special  flight  from  the
United States in this regard.
Stranded Pakistanis negis-
tered with the Embassy of
Pakistan Washingion DC
and its Consulates i the US

will be accommodated on
the flight. Those not alrcady
registened are encouraged 1o
do s immedintely. Eardier a
special Might will depart
m ls.lu.m%hbad dim:-llypl'ur
¥ Hare Intemational Airport

Chicago on 13th of this
month carrying residents.
Passengers who are inter-
exted to take this Might from
Pakistan arc advised 1o reg-
ister with PLA on hitps:Vhap-
pilypia.com/pas. Online
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PTI govt ap- |
proves CPEC’s:
1$7.2b strategic
project |

|
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Rails
ways" Mainline-1 Project - the
lone strategic project of the
China istan Economio
Corridor
Yirst

Devel t Working Party
D‘H.;E] has mmnstndad
RaTT3 e, s
o u-

tive Commitice of i

iThe Pakistan Railways hui

the cost for components thai
the Chinese contractons would

mz from Pakistan like
and other mateninls. !
the a vid construed

s

s per
ion plan, the federal
i has o allocate

internationa) | The

Fign guarantec loan (Raily
ways), will also be taken by
ithe Financing In
both cases, Pakistan will have
1np|'m1dh5m'n1:|3;l.g1.l.lun-1
Pakistan will also have 1o seeld

ations (rom the IMF, ad

the existing IMF deal i
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India’s Baseless

Claims

Deliberately misrepresenting United Nations re-
ports and diplomatic statements for your own
geopolitical benefit is a contemptible move but
it is a tactic that India is no stranger to. Having
stirred up conflict with nearly all of its neigh-
bours, India has time and time again taken ad-
vantage of the diplomacy of international

organisations by m

nierpreting and sometimes

outright falsifying their monitoring reports or
evaluations to evade responsibility or instigate
further tensions. India has done this repeatedly
with Pakistan, baselessly throwing around ter-
rorism allegations just for its own regional ad-
vantage, and falsely claiming that international

consensus is with them.

Unfortunately for India, its pretensions could
not be further from the truth. Its recent missiep,
of untruthfully claiming that a UNSC meonitor-

report on Afghanistan stated that there were

militant “safe havens™ in Pakistan, is patently
false, as Pakistan's Foreign Office has pointed
out. There was absolutely no reference to any
safe havens in Pakistan in the report; rather the
implications from the MT report were more in-
criminating for India than they were for Pak-
istan, due to its mention of the banned
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), an organi-

sation which India has sup

rted in the past.

India’s distortion of a UNSC report on terror-
ism in Afghanistan, an issue of utmost impor-
tance to the global community, reflects that it is
not acting in good faith, and its inclusion docs
more damage than good. India’s contributions
to the Afghanistan peace process should be
taken with a pinch of salt, considering it is ready

to distort real
detail about

for its own political gains. This
P*s functioning should not be

over- looked by the international community —
there are several Indian terror outfits that ought
to be banned, which India is using to disinte-
grate any peaceful resolution of the conflict in
Afghanistan, and this recent provecation just
further reveals India's bad-faith intentions.
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LoC and LAC

Akmer Bilal Soofi

IN the context of the re-
cent face-off between China
and India, it is imperative to
understand the difference
and legal distinction be-
tween the Line of Control
(LoC) of Pakisian and India
and the Line of Actual Con-
trol {LAC) of China and
India. Without appreciating
this difference, the develop-
mients under international
law on both the lines and
their disputes cannot be con-
textualised.

The LAC is a line that
SerVes as an international
border berween India and
China. It is delimired
through certain instru-
ments, including old border
treaties, but lamgely .
sents the positions of both
sides on ground that is a con-
sequence of state practice
between the two neighbours.

The infemat law ap-
plied 10 LAC-related dis-
putes between China and
i it

8 ¢ principles o
demarcation and delimita-
tion. These laws and prinei-
ples have been broadly laid
down by academics and the
International Court of Jus-
tice in cases including the
Frontier Dispute {Burkina
Faso/ Niger), 2013,
Cameroon vs Migena, 20002,
Frontier Dispute (Burkina
Faso/ ublic of Mali),
1986, and Sovereignty over
Certain Frontier Land (Bel-
gium/' Metherlands), 1959,
which primarily provide tha
there must be a display of
sovercignty and authonity
over the ernifory on a con-
tinuing and peaceful basis.

Gireater awareness of
legal distinctions is essential,

e LAC is a lengthy in-
termanional  fronter  with
thiree main seciors — eastem
{Sikkim}, western {Ladakh
ard central (Wepal) — eaxc
having peculiar legal fea-
ures, Indian position on
border disputes is surpns-
ingly contradictory i all
three sectors wherens China
has implemented a consis-

tent policy to assert the ¢x-
ecutive authonity of its gov-
ernment over the chunks of
land it claims all along the
length of the LAC,

O thie other side, the Lol
dividing Indin and Pakistan
is $¢t up in a completely dif-
ferent context and is
mot oy issue merely of a bi-
Interal nature. The is the
evenfual legal putcome of
the chapiers b and 7 frame-
work under the UN Charter.
Given the of the
UNMOGIP, the legal hasis
and environment of the Lol
are totally distinguishable
from the LAC,

Contrary to the 1993 self-
min:ing agreement  be-
tween China and India on
the LAC, there i no such re-
straint befween Indin and
Pakistan over the LoC where
fighting. shooting and
shelling leading to military
and civilian loss of life con-
pinues, The situation af the
Lo can be better described
gz that of armed conflict
under international law as
opposed to occasional scuf-
fles at the LAC.

The LoC divides the erst-
while state of Jammu &
Kashmir between India and
Pakistan. However, India-
held Kashmir is largely
viewed as occupied territory
not only under international
law but also under the con-
stitufion of [ndia itself as ev-
ident from Aricles 370 and
35A. On the other hand,
Azad Jammu & Kachmir
and Gilgie-Balustan  are
viewed as terntones that
Pakistan administers with a
far ter degree of legiti-
nul.;fr::ﬂrr local and i|1gl.|.-r-
national law, The scrutiny of
these arguments was done
several nmes by the
courts of both Pakistan and
India and they repeatedly af-
firm the conclusion stated
herein.

In an attempt to firm up
the legal lillg o oocupied
Kashmir, India underiook a
lawfare offensive on Aug 5,
2009, 1o hollow ot Article

370 and nullify amicle 35A
h}: IS5UINE an mi‘l:’clj" |:.i|:-
tailed, complex legislative
instrument called the Jammu
& Kazshmir Reorganisation
Act, 20019, followed by an
order in 2020. I, however,
went for legal overkill by
claiming termtones on Pak-
istan's side of the LoC. Pak-
istan, obviously, rejected the
move, It is evident that Pak-
istan’s sovereign acts of ad-
ministering AJK and GB
ﬂlmm legal instruments
and r octs have not been
contested by the interna-
tional community except by
India and that too only re-
cently, '

The Reorganisation Act
had another side that not

many in Pakistan focused on
— legal neement Lo
reclaim including

the termitory under Chinese
sovereignty. India, through
Legal pronouncements,
sought to acquire what it lost
to China on the banlefield,
India appointed a *governor
of Ladakh and issued & map.
China felt offended by this
unilateral move  and
protested against it as an al-
legal action which could not

in any way affect China’s | I

position on Ladakh. India’s
exaggerated lawfare moves
are resulting in a stand-off
between China and India in
o o

srani Ers
st m}dtﬁm[:ﬁ:l“grn:;n':ugs
that legal distinctions be-
tween the Lol and LAC
affer. This also creates room
for the ibility of coord:-
nann 'akistan and
China mxs both, at o namow
level, Tace a umilateral chal-
lenge from the same contro-
viergial i EIrUment
issped by India, albeit from
different legal positions. At
a wider level, detailed appre-
ciation of the law of termitory
necds o be underaken in-
cluding examination of spe-
J:i!'lriI ) ins'lta{-r:e& ﬁf
ove ClAlIms ﬂl]l:l.lg =
out the “f':' Dawn..

For a shared destiny

Malik Muhammad Ashraf

The future of Pakistan
and the health of its econ-
omy undoubtedly hinges on
its transformation from an
agricultural country to an
industrial nation. solu-
non to most of our in-
tractable socio-economic
difficulties is inextricably
linked to this shifi.

CPEC provides a conduit
to that transformation and
Pakistan surely has taken a

1 stride in that direction

becoming part of this
MeEa-ecOnMmIc initiative of
the Chinese government.
The sustainabality of this
qualitative shift mandates
collective of all na-
gmml lgm o tum

15 0l an
everlasting lﬁmﬁmﬂpﬁe
for shared destiny and pros-

perity. |

It is an established fact
that o nation can leapfrog
into the elite club of devel-

nations unless it in-
vests in all elemenis of the
infrastructure components,
as there are no shortcuts to
economic  progress,  All
modern growth models in-
variably rely on develop-
ment of infrastructure and
the resultant industrializa-
EICH a5 &N IMperative in
dient for sumﬁﬁ
ECONOmIC of a coun-
try. The phenomenal eco-
nomic  prosperity  and
industrial development in
Asian couniries such as
China, South Korea, Singa-
pore and Malaysia during
the last three decades is a
ranting testimony of this
modern reality. Anainment
of high level growth is
unimaginable without in-
dustrialization and ual
lessening of dependence on
the agriculture sector,

By becoming pant of
CPEC, Pakistan is poised
not only to make up tor lost
opportunities but also to be-
come an ecomnomic pOWer
house within the next two

ades, Apart from radi-
cally changing the dynam-
ics of regional connectivity
and trade, it is going to act
as a catalyst for transition
from an agricultural ¢con-
oy to an industrial econ-
omy. CPEC is a mix of
infrastructure projects, en-
ergy producing units and in-
dustnal zones along the
cormidor routes.

The development of in-
frastructure  under CPEC
will lay a firm foundation
for mdustrialization and the
corridor has been acknowl-
edged as a perfect recipe to
lift the economic profile of
the countries that are part of
the imitiative. Even UN
has recognized its economic
potential and the collateral
outcome of promoling
peace through economic in-
terdependence. To ensure
Erams ncy in the imple-
mentation of CPEC, China
and Pakistan have also

signed an agreement for
Joant audit of selected proj-
oCE,

The Gwadar Port, three
rowtes of the corridor and
ene rojects are the en-
\'iﬂl;ﬁrdp:né:hm of
Hopefully the iall indus-
trial zones to be set up at
Bostan in Balochistan,
Rashakai in H.hlyher
Pakhtunkhwa, Dhabeji in
Sindh, Sheikhupura in Pun-
jab, Mogpondas in Gilgit-

ltistan, Bhimber in AJK,
Mohmand in Fata becides
two projects of the federal
government at Islamabad
and Port Qasim will also
nudge the process of indus-
trinlization in the country,
'I[;ht:: ijn%rg‘d‘ stream of
the encrgy Reing, proj-
ects and the plans to gener-
ate another 30000 of
electricity by 2030 will
surely help not only to over-
come the present energy cri-
sis but also cater [E. the
future enengy requirements
of the country.

It iz pertinent (o mention
that the scope of CPEC was
further widened at the sicth
meeting of the Joint Coordi-
nation Committee (JOC)
with the inclusion of the
Bagsha Dam, Peshawar-
karachi  raillway  line,
Kamchi Circular Railway,
Orange Line Train for all

incial capitals, Keti
nder and special eco-
nomic zones and three more
energy projects in Sindh,
Consequently the size of
CPEC in monetary terms
has been jacked up to 557
billion from the orginally
envisaged financial cost of
£46 hillion,

The Tih JOC also offi-
cially approved the Lon
Term Plan (LTF) of CPEC.
The LTP provides a concep-
fual framework for CPEC
up to 2030. The government
of Pakistan consulted
provinces, federal min-
istries and their respective
technical groups in regards
to LTP. The seven salient
features of the LTP are; con-
nectivity, encrgy, trade and
imdustrial parks, agricultural
development and poverty
alleviation, tourism, CoOp-
eration in areas concemin
people’s  livehihood
non-governmental ex-
changes and financial coop-
eTation.

In the energy sector, both
countries are committed to
enhance cooperation in the
fields of oil and gas, elec-
tricity and power grids.

The focus is on thermal
power, hydropower, coal
gasification and renewable
power generation and mod-
CMIZINg power transmis-
100 nvr.;:l.wurlu. CPEC has
already addressed the major
energy bottleneck in Pak-
istan. Almost over half of
the 10,000 MW energy
added recently to the na-
tional grid comes from

CPEC.

According to the LTP, the
implementation of CPEC
will take place in three

i Elc.ar.?uals. [n
the first phase, by 2020, the
major bottlenecks in Pak-
istan’s socio-economic de-
velopment will be
completely addressed. The
second phase will be done
by 2025, when all the infra-
structure of CPEC will be
ready and all industrial proj-
ects will have been com-
pleted.

The third of the
LTF will mature by 2030.
The endogenous mecha-
nisms for indigenous, inclu-
sive and  sustainable
ECONMMIC b will be in

im Pakiztan, As per the

LTP: *CPEC"s role in stim- | ad

ulating economic growth in
Central Asia and South Asia
will be brought intix holistic
play, and South Asia shall
grow into an international
economic zone with global
influence”,

China has shown remark-
able flexibility by expand-
ing the scope of CPEC to
the social sectors, particu-
lacly alleviation of po
in consonance with ll'b:‘g'ﬁ
manifesto. This develo
ment occuwrred durning t
visit of Prime Minister
Imiran Khan to China Chi-
nese leaders pledged to
make increased investments
in those sectors besides ex-
tending 52 billion financial
support to tide over the fi-
nancial crisis confronting
the country. China also
made a commitment to nec-
tfy the trade imbalance be-
tween the two countries by
taking 5 o enhance
Pakistani exports to China.
Economists are of the con-
sidered opinion that the en-
visa completion  of
CPEC projects by 2030 will

lize im 2-3 nt in-
crease in Fakistans GDP
growth.

Under the present cir-
cumstances when our econ-
omy has been badly
affected by the onslaught of

€ COTOIIVINIS, contimn-
uation of work on CPEC
projects is the only hope of
stemming the economic rod
and putting the economy
back on the rails.

As 15 evident, CPEC s
pivotal o the future eco-
nomic development of Pak-
istan and provides us a
unique opportunity to be-
come a hub of economie ac-
fvity = post coronavins =
in the region and beyaond. It
15 encouraging that in view
of the importance of CPEC,
the leadership has shown
unflinching commitment to
ensure timely implementa-
tion of this economic initia-
tive and putting Pakistan on
the road to transformation
into an industrialized coun-
try. The Mews..

Asma Humayun

AT the end of March, Pak-
istan’s first *hero doctor” lost
his life in the fight against
Covid-19. He was 26 years
old. Since then, nearly 2,000
medical professionals have
been infected with Covid-19;
30 of them have died. Our
media is quick o portray
healih pmi%:sslvnnnts a5 "hu::t
roes’ and *martyrs’, but the
reality is that the pandemic is
A0 WAEVEn Contest, 1esting the
limits of o fragibe system, ¢x-
haysting existing health facil-
itigs, and consuming health
workers.

Mental health: Pakistan's
?gr;hilha heel during Covid-

Even in normal circum-
siances, healthcare is a chal-
lenging profession known to
versely impact the mental
healih of stafl, compromising
their quality of life as well as
work  performance.  And
these are anything bul nor-
mal circumstances, Since the
pandemic began, healtheare
workers® challenges  have
multiplied. At a personal
level, healthcare workers are
afraid of contracting the virus
and exposing their families
1o risk; burdened by the sep-
aration from their families
and abdication of domestic
responsibilities such as child-
care: and face the social
stigma that comes with
working with Covid-19 pa-
fients.

Healthcare workers® emo-
tonal needs must be ad-
dressed,

Professionally, they might
feel overwhelmed by the on-
slaught of patients; Irustrated
with the lack of hospital sup-
plies inchuding PPEs; tired of
having to make painful deci-
sions about which patients to

riontise; exhausted from
ong shifts; distressed from
daily conflicts at waork; and
distraught from having to de-
liver bad news to bercaved
family members. These chal-
lenges are funher com-
pounded by highly tragic
episodes involving dociors
bﬁugmﬂ,‘d for d%nunding
PPEs; having their salarics
deducted for the coronavirus
fund; or facing angry mobs
intent on v, lising hospis
tals and attacking healthcare
workers

Health workers are hu-
mans oo, and they need 1o
ke care of themselves so
that they can continue b pro-
vide vital services during this
protracted public health cri-
sis. They routinely face con-
Micts over their safety being
compromised as they fulfil
their professional obliga-
tpns. Many foel helpless
dealing with an illness that
has as wyel no ireatment.
Mearly all will, at some point
in this pandemic, grieve over
the succumbing of their pa-
tients or collcagues to the
wirus. A rewiew of six studies
examining mental health is-
sucs faced by healthcare

1

Front-line anxiety

workers due 10 Covid-19
conlimed sigaificant levels
of distress and moderate 1o
high levels of clinical cond:-
LOns AmMong respondents.

Despite this undeniable
evidenoe, mental healthcare
remains stigmatised in Pak-
istan, and the repercussions
of this for those on the front-
line arc even more pro-
nounced. Policymakers thus
far have paid insufficient at-
tention to the emolional
peeds of health workers
lighting Covid-19;, healih
managers don’l see psy-
chosocial support as a neces-
sity; and health workers
experience shame and em-
barrassment in seeking help.
Chher countries are proritis-
ing psychosocial sup for
healthcare siaff, dedicating
?pcqiﬁ: FESOURCES O 3 War
el

The government of Pak-
istan has also launched a na-
tional campaign, *We Care’,
which “aims at providing ad-
equate PPE and creating an
overall psychosocial envi-
ronment of care and sup-
E‘:‘ This campaign has

verbally endorsed by
provincial health ministers
LG,

But it i3 important (0 rans-
lage this commitment into ac-
tion. A report in JAMA
identified top sources of anx-
iety for healthcare profies-
siopals working as frontline
responders and summarised
their need as: Hear me (im-
partial mechamism to connoct
with hcalth workers while
maintaining confidentiality;
collect data and assess their
necds);, Protect me (ensure
personal protection, imple-
ment workplace policies 1o
prevent bumout like ade-
quate rest and rotlation, su-
pervise for difficult clinical
decisions),  Suppori  me
(workplace counselling,
services for stress manage-
micnt, support groups, back-
up support for taking time oflf
wiork l Prepare me (seli-help
training to deal with siress,
offer training to deal with

sychological challenges);
gia.rc ﬁ:lfﬂglm-: {idrulil'_-,-gind
treat those suffering from
high levels of stress and with
pre-cxisting mental health
conditions),

Implementing these strate-
gics i Pakistan may seom
tar-fetched and idealistic, bt
similar coat-efTective models
already exist elsewhere and
should be easy to replicate,
Chur provinees must prepan:
a comprehensive plan to sup-
port their healthcane stafl on
the front line, Each tertiary
hospital in the country has a
depariment of psychiatry,
which in turn has at least a
doeen menial health profies-
sionals, Esch district hoepiial
has at least one pavchiatnist,
These professionals must be
assigned specific dulies
support healith workers in
hospitals. Dawn..

Dr Abdus Sattar Abbasy

Irrespective of the discus-
1innﬂ¢aqﬁh:u:cr COVID-19
15 a biological wea or
nol, we lemibly fum 1o
learn and respond o such
disasters.  Fakistan  had
enough time o are for
the pandemic at all levels,
but we wasted the space be-
couse of lethal delays due to
our conventional lethargies,
prevalent  asysiemic  ap-
roach and the inability to
deal with challenging issues.
We dawdled due 1o our neg-
ligence in consadenng muli-
dimensional risks
surrounding the pandemic
whene numtmli.'.' things can

wrong together including

Ith, the economy and em-
ployment.,

Widespread  asystemic
thni;in';sp cosl Fnkisu}?: with
such difficulties, We failed to
quickly grasp the dynamics
of the pandemic despie
being pant of the crisis with
hundreds  of Pakisianis
irapped into the crisis in
China. We failed to develop
understanding of the require-
ments (o handle the disease.
A glaning example is the cs-
fablishment of a Mawed
gquaranling centre on the
Iran-Pakistan  border  in
Taftan, which opened the
doors for the pandemic,

Trump reporiedly sought
to deploy 10,000 troops o
quell protests

We failed 1o produce and
provide simple safety gear
and testing kits. Apparently,
the country”s leadership un-
derperformed despite ade-
quate space 1o Kk ihe
nation safe from the pan-
dermic. Four serious mistakes
during the current pandenic
mis& questions on  their
ability to deal such catastro-
phes in the future:

The maost important aspect
of the leadership and the
siate insttutions is 1o forgses
threats 1o the country, Oul-
right initial denial on al
ll'f':h top leadership mhe
country pushed society 1o the
currenl cnsis. Throughout

2y Flour prices increased- report
Lethal delays in managing the pandemic

this ensis, we could mot oh-
serve confidence in Pakisian
on even the lockdown as a
teal 1o avert the ¢nsis

As the Chinese govern-
menl was wWaging an umne
precedented  mationwide
cm:plign against the movel
COMOOAVIFS, CUr govemment
did linle to brace ourselves
for a similar public health
crisis, nor did we seem iner-
csied in reaching out to our
all-weather Mmend China for
its valuable experiences in
combating COVID=19 unul
we were severcly caught by
the pandemic,

Russia confirms another
B 500+ daily COVID-19
CRLCS

The cusrrent government's
mishandling of the coron-
avirus threat is pant of a
larger problem in pandemic
management. The results of
thiz collective inenia ane cat-
astrophic indeed. The first
case of COVID-19 was re-
poried on February 26, 2020,
till then, Pakistan  had
enough information about
the outbreak. The govemn-
meenl appeared inadequately

red bo recognise, let

glmmr: micipaleiﬂhg thireal

Lack of coordination re-
mained wvisible on several
fronts duning the crisis. Our
leadership was embroiled in
a war of words beitween the
Centre and  Sindh, which
continues. Coordination of
institutions with the estab-
hzhment of & command and
control centre was siream-
lined. However, the lack of
coordination on the political
front confused main stake-
holders of the cnsis e the
people of Pakistan, It de-

on the cooperation and

compliance of masses o
hnrJIt the pandemic, if there
are contradictory statements
and positions between the
Centre and the Sindh then it
is very probable that the
masses will not comply with
the given instructions,

OPEC, allies o cx-
tend oil outpul cuts by 1

month
We were unable to grasp
events linked with the pan-
demic that were outside our
personal experiences or did
pod oecur in our immediate
vicinity, When a threat is
temporanly or spatially dis-
tand, we il o comectly de-
termine the nsk of the
gpmm:hinﬁ'_ . OulCOmEs,
michow, this is what hap-
g?}u:d I3 Car ns¢ to the
VID-1% mic,
Sometimes, despile appro-
priate mMeasures, crisls sur-
priscs  organisations with
pew and unique dimensions,
Therefore, the expenicnce
curve has its place aboul
learning from nustakes made
during previous crises, Ac-
tivities such as scenario
analysis and contingency
planning have evolved in
conlcmponny management,
thought 1o bring IE;culrmn:m:
through surprise manage-

meni,

Leadership requires the
combination of performance,
procedures and principles to
prodect the nation from dev-
nstating outcomes of any or-
si5. Leaders cannot simply
withdraw 1o the circum-
stances and expect mirncles,
they must find ways and
means to lead their country
to the prosperily and safely,
With recent experience we
can conclude that spme arcas
need special attention.

President wrges o imple-
ment anti-COVID SOPs

Idennification of necds -
COVID-19 with all iis dev-
astations provides an oppor-
tunity to leam, and to
determine needs to handle a
catastrophe of such a scale
and nature, o strengthen our
ability for a timely response,

MNDMA once again failed
to exhibit proactive role.
Thiey had nothing o present
to the country, they wene as
paive as any other depart-
ment oF institulion o per-
form against the outbreak.
NDMA s required 1o estab-
lish a system. The Mation..

Why is politics so despised?

Shahzad Chauwdhry

When a plane goes down
vou don’t just investigale
technical or operational fail-
ures but cast the net wide,
The initiation of an accident
begins with an emor, techni-
cal or operational, but will
lead 19 a sequence of cause
and ¢ffects in a chain to why
an error first eme . For
example — and this 15 just an
example; the investigation is
still in progress — if indeed
the pilot of the ill-fated
P 3 violated procedures
and dis rded every call
given 1o him by the con-
troller 1o corect his nie-
ters of Might, it naust mm
to ask why he did so, Was he
grappling with an undeclared
tmi‘l}cl‘lﬂj“? Why would he
nol declare a problem on
board? Pilots and engineers
are known (o sheah prob-
lems to avoid answering
questions later and continwe
o make do with what is pos-
sible ‘hoping’ the aircrafi
will get down safely. Bul
when things go bad they usu-
ally do in hordes and saturate
the response matnx,

If onwe is alone in the cock-
pit, as in a fighter aircrafl, the
I)ri:c-‘: you pay, other than the
oss of o very expensive
acroplane belonging 1o the
slate, is with your lite, But if
¥OU Gre in 8 passcnger air-
craft many more will pay the
price of one’s carclessness or
cutright  callousness, It
amounts to criminal neglect,
Imaging, there wasn't any-
thing wrong with PEE303.
Mothing at all. It was a per-
fect Mying maching Gl it ac-
tually hit the runway on the
firat landing atempd, The
landing gear, remember,
came smoothly down immnie-
diately after it wenl around
though this is when most
agree it should have been de-
layed 1o fly the fanhest with
engines powering down. Bui
the pibot out of habit or indis-
ciphne or simply dismissive
of the controller who was
asking him 1o mind his pa-
rameters relied on his inu-
ition and impulse and felt he
could ma . When wou
challenge Physics vou al-
ways lose, He and his inno-
cenl passengers lost

If indeed this 15 how it
wienl then the problem 'is" —
pote: “is"; nol was — deeper
and debilitating, Many more
aircrafl with innocent travel-
ers will go down il not at-
tended to and remedicd
forthwith. It has 1o do with
the safery and discipline cul-
ture, | do realise this piece is
about politics and not fight
safiely but let us bury this
beast first. What is the force
behind such disregard of op-
erational and safety dictates?
What empowers the pilot to
dismiss a controller’s in-
structions? What such
impunity 1o a pilot 1o play
with the lives of his passen-
gers? Every profession has
:"l.l:|ti and EEIDE::.and O [

isregard al oniz's peril.
But what if nothing at all can
touch a pilod in command —
forget the laws; they too
have limitations, | alk of the
culture. A culture of egotist
privilege n:iﬁis_ Imagine it
was in the US or the UK
where a doctor licensed 1o
practise or (o (ly passengers
was o e, His licence goes;
he may never practise or fly
again. He is charged for
‘manslaughter” and is put be-
hind bars. Ours fly away
from behind bars.

And this brings me to the
politics of accidents in a
country &5 banana a5 a re-

ublic can get. There ane at
Gisl &I uRions or Eroups
which mark the aviation
landscape, Each has its own
puisance  value and will
stnke down i their interests
are threstened. This includes
the pilots too, What keeps an
incident or an accident in-
quiry going public are the
threats to halt work and op-
crations if a collcague 15
threatened with retnbution.
Each comes to the rescue of
the other and thus validates
its relevance in the sysiem.
You cannot ground or decer-
tify someone may be a
habitual offender of both
procedures and discipline.
The airline or the Steel Mill
or Railways and WAPDA
will come 10 a hall. This is
whal happens when running
these entilies I8 8 govern-
senl pob. They know how o

subdue governments and
force their own . Each
of the major pohitical parties
of Pakistan & group
or has s thisers who
may have first landed their
jobs in organisations
because of political patron-
age, These entites thus serve
as convenienl employment
oxXC for these political
players in power. Even when
nol in power you do in
Karachi as the political play-
ers of the city dictate ilp YO
wish to function in the city.
That includes keeping these
entities alive,

That is why you cannod
privatise or dispense what
are essentially bankrupt enti-
tics. We pay in hundreds of
billions every year to keep
these clubs which give away
freebies in chanty to thewr
own. The Steel Mill has been
closed for years now; has not
produced a billet but contin-
ues 1o cal up some fifty bil-
lion every vear. A CJ who
once wished 1o keep this
“lamily silver” at home chose
io intervene when someonc
was willing to pay for it
Now they want land too
atached. PIA eats up be-
tween 30 and 50 billion ne-
pecs every vear and doesn’l
make a khotta paisa. But
somcone has put it in some-
one’s car that it is nation’s
‘Mag carmer” and must be
saved at all cost, It is a flag
bearer of massive failure and
organisational bankruptcy, It
canngt be recovered and
made viable with the struc-
tuere that it has, But will not
be restructured to secure di-
verse inleresis and political
influcnce, These are conven-
ient avenucs to malfeasance
and pilferage. Black holes
down which billions drain
while the nation begs and
bormows.

It"s obvicus. why under the
pretentious mbric of labour
rights the push-back of those
whose interesis are threat-
ened beging the momcnt a
thought occurs 10 dispense
llu:wgh monstrosities.  And
given the precanousness of
our polarised politics what is
right is dispensed al the
hands, Express Tribuns.,
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Manchester City's appeal against two-season

ban from European fnutball begins on Monday

Manchester Cily's a
against a (wo- :.-.,ar:’hanplpcm
“uropean competition will
be heard by the Court of Ar-
bitration lor Spont (CAS)
from Monday in a case of
wide-reaching repercussions.

City are accused of over-
staling sponsorship revenue
b ]'II:§E ihat lhn::..' had not
complied with UEFA' fi-
nancial fur play (FFP) rules
between 2002 and 2016 and
were also handed a 30 mil-
lion curo ($34 million, £27
million) fine.

LUEFA's case Was
prompled  when  German
mdgieine [er prt;g,el puks-
lished o senes of leaked
emails in 2018 thai pur-
ported to show how City
manufactured cxira sponsor-
ship revenue from a serics of
COam 15 with connections
to the clubs Abu Dhabi-
based owmer Sheikh Man-
SOMIE,

Under the Sheikh's owner-
ship, City's fortunes have
been  transformed from
porcnnially living in the
shadow of lecal nvals Man-

ster United to winning
four Premier League titles in
the past eight years.

However, billions of in-
viestment an players amd
managers has not vel been
able to deliver the club's first
ever Champions  League
tiile,

City are still involved in
this scason’s compelition and
will be allowed 10 compete
should the 2019720 edition
of Champions League retum
in August no matier the out-
come of the appeal,

But a two-scason ban
from the competition would
represent o huge blow 1o the
club's prestige, finances and

anging onlo man-
ager F‘-:[J Cruandiola and key
plavers hke Kevin de Bruyne

and Raheem El:n:-rlin%;\
Twa years would be long.

One¢ year 15 sométhing |
might be able o cope with,”
D Bruyne told Hel Laatsie
Micuws lasi month,

City banked 93 million
curos from prize money and
television rights alone by
reaching the quarier-finals of
lasi s¢asom’s Champions
League,

The ndded loss of gate ne-
ceipis and commercial rev-
cnue  would make o
exiremely difficult for the
club o meet FFP regulations

in the future withoul culling
COSL,

City have stcadfasily re-
futcd UEFA's allegations.

"Hased on our expenence
and our perception, this
seems 10 be less about uﬁnn
and more aboul politics,”
said CEQ of the City Fool-
ball Girpup Ferran Sonano,

UEFA has been under
pressure, most publicly from
Lo Liga sident  Javier
Tehas, 1o impose & harder
ling on clubs backed by
states, like City and Catary-
owned Panis Saint-Cremmain.

Europcan football's gov-
cming also hawve plenty
riding on the case, Lose the
appeal and the future of
UEFA's FFP regulations will
be called into question.

If mo werdict is immedi-
ately announced afier the
heanng, the decision “could
be made during the month of
July," said Maithicu Rech,

secretary general of CAS.

Ewven il City's appeal 1o
CAS fails, the English cham-
pions could present a further
appeal before. The Mews..

Boxer Anthony Joshua hits out at 'virus'
of racism

Heavyweight champion
Anthony Joshua told a
Blzck Lives Matter march
in London on Saturday that
protesters were the "vac-
cing™ to the “virus™ of
rACISIm,

"The virus | am referring
to iz called racism,” he
said, comparing its cffects
o the damage done by
COVID-19,

Meanwhile the Brtish
boxer asked: "How long
arg wg gomng to allow
racism o spread lhn:lu[?h
our communities?™

Worldwide protesis
unider the banner of Black
Lives Matter took place
Saturday in response to the
death of George Floyd, a
black American man who
dicd in Minncapolis last
month while being arrested

by police officers.

"You are the vaccineg, |
am the vaccine,” the 30-
year-old Joshua told a rally
mn his home town of Wat-
fiord.

“Eilling a4 person out-
right is unforgivable, bul
stripping them of their
human rights, eppressing
them, mocking them, in-
sulting them, placing glass

ceilings above them... is
Just a slower way r.:ul'ki!]mg
them and taking the life oul
of their soul.”

Joshua was on crutches
al times on Saturday and
was also seen wearning a
knee brace, but @
spokesperson insisted that
wias just a "precautionary
measure™,

the

Joshua, reigning

WERA, IBF and WBO title-
holder, felt a  “slight
(4% '"b‘- in h:-i. left knee ina
traiming session carlier this
woek,

But his camp insisted
there was no cause for
alarm.

“Anthony felt a slight
I:'r'.-m,g-. in his knee whilst
training,” the spokesperson
said. "The brace 15 a pre-
cautionary measure on the
sdvice of physios. I0will be
further checked by his doc-
tors but there | s no Imme-
diate concern,”

Joshua was duc to de-
fend his belts against
Faubrat Pulev at Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium on June
20 only for the bout to be

postponied because of the |}

coronavirus pandemic The
Mows,.

LONDON: Pace great Michael Holding believes West Indies will particu-
larly miss batsmen Darren Bravo and Shimron Hetmyer on thefr tour of
England after they, along with all-rounder Keemo Paul, opied out of the

series because of Covid-19 fears.

UFC's 'Notorious' superstar Conor
McGregor announces retirement

Fighting Championship
{ UFC) World Champion sad
his fighting days were over
in a Twiller message posted
on his wverified secount,
alongside a picture of the
Inshman with his mother,
Marganet.
“Hey guys I've decided to ne-
tire firoen fighting, Thank you
all for the amazing memo-
rics! What a nde it"s been!™
he wrade.
“Here is a picture of mjl.wll'
and my mother in Las Vegas
st one of my World title
wins! Pick the home of your
dreams Mags | love youl
Whatever wou desine s
TS,
The controversial fghter,
nicknamed “The Motonous™,

l’l‘ll
h
o lly

tirement from the spor in
March last year afier being
battered into submission by

arch-rival Khatib  Mur-
magomedoy  in Oclober
2018,

In April 20016 he also said he
wis retinng with a now-fa-
mous tweet: “1 have decided
o retire young, Thanks for
the cheese, Caich ya's lajer,”
His last appearance in the oo-
lagon was in January after a
15 month-absence when he
knocked out American Don-
ald “Cowboy™ Cerrone in a
ruthless 40-sccond destruc-
ton in Las Ve

The 3-year-old, an won of
the UFC, is no stranger (o
controversy and hil the head-
lines last year for an altack

on an older man in a Dublin
bar ithai was caplured in a
viral video.
McGregor, one of the most
popular fghters in MMA his-
tory, has a record of 22-4 and
was the first UFC fighter 1o
hald two championship belts
al the same lime,
He achieved that feat in 2016
when be stopped Eddic Al-
varcz in a lightweight title
light, adding it to his feather-
wight title.
That triumph was followed
hi.- a loss to boxing great
Flovd Mayweather in a
cooss-combal superfight in
2007, his loss o Mur-
magomedoy, AnnoURCEMEnLS
of retirements and retums 1o
fighting.
UFC president Dana White
paid tribute to MeGregor
after the conclusion of UFC
250 in Las Vegas carly Sun-
day moming.
=If Conor MoGregor feels he
wanis 1o retire, you know my
feelings aboul retirement,
viou should absolutely do ™
White said al the post-gvent
press conference.,
“l love Condr. There's a
handiul of people that have
made this really fun for me,
and he's ome of them™
Diawmn..

Wasim Khan do-
nates Rs1.5m for
ex-players, offi-

cials, ground staff

LAHORE: Chiell executive
of the Pakistan Cncket Board
(PCR) Wasim Khan on Satus-
day said thal over the nexi thoee
mionths ke will personally do-
nade & tedal of Rs1.S million (o
supporl former players, malch
olTeeals, seorers and 1:r|.1u|1|;|.
stall who are stroggling
through flinancial kaordship.

According o a PCB press re-
lease ssued on  Salurday,
Wasem ook the voluntany de-
sion 1o make this donation as a
way ol gi-.-in-_.', bhack to the
game’s key stakeholders ol a
time when there 15 a gresler
e,

Wasim saul: 1 have Jdecided
to personally make this dona-
tion o help those players,
match ofliaals, scorérs and
ground s1afl who are in dire
need of lnancin] assBlance,

“This small contnbution i 1o
support the Chaiman’s Welfare
Fund that is already m place
amal 10 show sobidanty waeh lim
o vl loak 1o provede as misch
support 1o the players, match
oilicials, scorers and ground
stafl facing hardships in these
luu_bh SCONOMES 1IMes.

“Ax head of I|.‘1|.- i.-:l.l,"q.,utl.'.:
team, | alio think it i5 approp-
ale thal | take a personal lead
witth this mnd 11"s 2 decision tha
fetls qbwhllr:h,r rght to me,

“Alber past culiure of all
PCB st receiy “"'.'-r substantial
annual incremental increases,
we have made a decision o
tighten our expenditure over
the next 12 months and only
wward increases 1o stallers who
cam Fs100,000 a month or
less. This will commence fnom
the new Tecal year, which stars
on July 1.”

Meanwhile, PCB chairman
Ehsan Mand sabd: “] appreciate
Wasim Khan's gesture and
commend him For leading by
example, Wasim's  sctions
shiow that be 15 nod only a good
leader, but also the one who
ihinks and cares about the well-
being of past and présent play-
ers and other stakeholders,

“Wasiny  has  consistenily
ahown lias CiiTiTLrEsl Lo Pak-
istan cricket and this 1s another
example of his contn bution and
leadership, Dawn,

- .r ” *_fqu]{ﬁl

David Beckham intends fo J'aﬂnch a cooking show en Netflix after d'n:-
playing kis eulinary skills on his secial media acconnis.

Asif Farrukhi's students remember his
kindness and marve] beyond the classroom

Il

I rushed my way towards
Pakistan and Moderm South
Asia, & class that unpacked
what Partition meant for this
counlry.

I was twenly minuies lale,
and he would probably ask
mee i leave, but | had io pass
my course and atendance
WIS MeCeSSary.

It was when | was halfway to
my s¢al, that | heard a voice
say, “Whoe was Arundhasti
Boy, Yusra?™" and | realised
this was my now professor,
waiting 85 all eves were on
mee. | answered, be nodded in
approval and I breathed a
sigh of relicl,

When the class was dis-
missed, he siopped me at the
door and handed a book 1o
me, “Maine dekha tha aap li-
brary mein dhoond eahi thi,”
(1 saw you searching for it at
the library) he said. It was
Arundhat Roy. Thiz was my
first encounter with Asifl
sahab, the professor, the leg-
end - lorgiving, and nuriur-
g,

Asil sphab was most
for kis wicomie Jehapaes

wlar

Irdu,

o L'IJ}:;J“IJIH thal ravis

his students with the riches
ol both, traditional and mosd.
ern Urdu Lilerature, reviving
lowve for the national lan-
guage little by little, even lor
those who imitially rebelled
against it,
“All my life, teachers made
me feel stupsd for not being
el sl Urdw,” said Meher
Mahik, as she recalled his
kindness and paticnce,
“"But Asif sahab was really
something else. He made an
elfort with me, never ance
aving up. On one eocasion,
iu'-e let me use Google rans-
late in the exam because he
did mot wani me to be iniim-
idated by the language, he
wanied me to befrend it For
sormeone who was lr:.-mE L
gel out of the course, he
cventually made me fall in
lowve with 1™
His classes were extraordi-
nary, as was his teaching
sivle, His studenis oflen
cherished the “outings™ he
would lan.  Sometimes
seamlessly strollmg through
the intoxicating fumes sur-
rounding Urdu Bazaar, and

other imes, thrnving under
the Tull moon, pleasant
brecae, accompanying garam
garam doodh patti complete
with a magnificent view of
Cruaid's Mazaar,

On one  such gencrous
evening full of compositions
and conversations, Safia Sid-
diqui recalls moments of
playiul encoumgement.
“When it was ume 1o leave,
Asil sahab came out 1o s¢e
off my friend and 1, making
sur¢ that Ajmal bhai who
wias there o pick us up, ne-
ally was Ajmal bhai.

As we laughed over some-
thing, he lurned o Insia who
was laughing out loud like
shi always docs covenng ber
tecth, and said, 'lini achi
hassi bai, basth kyun rakh
fedi ! (Your smile is so
beautiful, why do you cover
it up?) and then went on to
mention how his daughter
also had a nice laugh, but
usually kept a sombre face
like Insia.™

This was Asif sahab for you,
radinntly escillating between
the many roles he plaved for
vou, the professor, the men-
tor, the friend, the father. He
was a man full of tones and
CHpresslons, emotions and
conneclions = almost as if he
knew exactly the importance
of sustaining close relation-
ships from his years of cxpe-
rience and recollections.

I often wondered i his empa-
thy came from acknowledg-
ing the pains of Partition -
the tales he relived, the
trauma he absorbed, his cyes
b}:nlcnin and shining with
the ghazals be oflen recalled.
Maybe, The Mews.,,
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Princess Diana was
‘infatuated’ with

Pakistani surgeon
Dr Hasnat Khan

Princess Diana's secrel rela-
tonship with Pakistan doctor
Hasnat Khan had been the alk
of town afler she paried ways
with Prince Charles,
While many may be unsware
of the linkup buzz between the
two, it has been reporied that
the heart surgeon had been the
one pomal of nommaley in
Diiana's life,
It repaorts are o be belioved,
k.han had paid hitle to noe at-
tention o the Princess of
Wales upon their first meeting
and had instead focused on
ircaling onc of his paticnis.
masl  photographed
wonun in the world hod bee
highly impressed by this un-
usual act, with his behavior
giving her a constand tasie of
normaley that she had craved
for in her former roval liffe,
While the two reportedly hid
iheir relationship for 18
months, Diana parted ways
with him only months pror to
her death,
Royal biographer Martyn Gire-
gory d-u.rmg a BBC 5 Live
podcast series had said: “We
don't know very much aboul
the relationship] because
{aspat Khan himsell never
spoke at the time and he's cer-
iainly never spoken since her
death,™
“But we do know that they
were an ttem and we do know
that they separated early in the
last swmmer,” he added.
“Diann was keen hersell to
keep it private because he was,
he still is, & very noted heart
surgeon, One of the key rea-
sons why they did split up was
because he didn't want the
publicity that he knew being
associated with Diana would
ingvitably bring,” Cregory
winl on [ say.
=1t st be said that most peo-
ple who knew Dhana well
would say that she was more
ftaken with Hasnal than any
n post-Charles,™ he said.
Jumeros seurces have sinoe
reporied that the late princess
had been “infatuated™ with the
doctor but could not sadly
mamy him. Tins Brown wril-
ing for Vanmity Fair m 2047,
had said that Khan “couldn’t
face the onslaught of becom-
ing Di's New Guy.”
She continued that when
Diama had denied the linkup
completely, “Khan refused all
coniact with [DMana, n:nd.-rrmg
her ictably hysterical.”
"Tllmm:,-gﬁll'lh:ir allair ao-
tually swited Khan, who had
no desire to arouse the wrath
of his own relatives,
The news.,

Lea Michele has been cr}fing over her
stained reputation and abuse claims

Lea Michele's social repute
went down the dram when
former  costars  stepped
forth to cxpose her de-
meaning and abusive be-
havior.

And despite her apology,
the staned 1mage Is
nowhere  near  gething
cleared which is why ihe
Gilee star has been busy iry-
ing to make amends while
also shedding tears.

A friend of the actor came
forth defending the star and
climing that while she
may have problems regand-
ing her behavior, she is in
no way racisl, sexist or
transphobic.

“She’s had a real wake-up
call. It's never casy to hear
people speak about vou this
way. It's a total shock. Lea

wis a [expletive] o a lot of
people who are now taking
the opporfunity o come
forward,” they said.

“She may not be the nicest
person, but she's not racist,
sexist or transphobic. |1
would say she has behav-
woral ssues that she's deal-
ing with."”

“She is listening, she hears
what everyone says and
wants o apologize. This is
her past and she wanis to
handle things responsibly,”™
the friend added.

Another friend revealed to
The Post how Michele,
who is seven-months preg-
nant, 13 holding up about
the sudden tum of events:
“She's emotional and |
know there have been bears,
It's a lot of stress, Scis arc

volatile places, but there
[are] no excuses for her be-
havior and she knows that.™
The social media upheaval
began against her when her
former costar from Glee,
African-American  aclor
Samantha Ware questioned
the sincenty of her bweet in
suppori of Black Lives
Matter.
"Remember when  you
made my first television
gig a lving hell?I?! Cause
Il never forget, [ believe
you told evervone that af
vou had the opporfunity
you would ‘[expletive] in
my wig!" amongst other
EranEmalic mCToaEEncasons
that made me question a ca-
reer in Hollywood,” Ware
had said in a tweet.
The News.,
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Cuiratul Ain Baloch are good female vocalisis for QST's
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Ushna Shah has drawn crificism over remarks that enly Aima Baig and

while the rest

Reese Wither-
spoon reveals
she has always
'challenged the
belief system'

around her

Reese Witherspoon came
forth shedding light on her
reasons for moving 1o Los
Angeles, after being raised
in Tennessee.
In an interview with OK!
magazine, the actress said
she wanted to break free
from her family’s conserva-
five ideologies, as she has
always believed in chal-
lenging the beliel system
surmounding her.
She revealed how she
comes from a YEry Conser-
vative family, which is why
she decided to move to LA,
"When 1 would go back
home | was always the per-
son who comes from Los
Angeles with all the crazy
ideas. | grew up in a very
conservalve family and a
VEry conservative society,
0 | have always challenged
the ideas and the belief sys-
tems that | grew up with.
That’s probably why 1
moved so far away - o
meel people who have sim-
ilar ideas to my own," she
said.
The star, talking about her
experience with maothe-
hood, shared, “After vou
have a child, you have this
amazing fﬂ:]lng that you
can accnmp]ﬁh 1nvthm}_.,
because it is so challenging
on vour body and vour
mind. It changes your en-
lire hifie. 1 feel hke if vou
can adapt to that, and do it
to the best of your ability,
it's a great achievement in
life.”
The 44-year-old actress
also admilted that she be-
came more "vulnerable”
after embracing mother-
hood. "TE makes you incred-
ibly vulnerable. It feels like
vou're walking around with
mr heart outside your
y. If anything happens
to my children, it wrecks
me. If they suffer or if they
feel sad, it really makes me
feel bad, As a mother, [ feel
like the most important
thing you have to do is to
be there, (o be consistent,
and be part of their lives,”
she said. The News..
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UK virus death toll
tops 40,000:
government

LONDOMN: Britain s official
corgnavirus death toll has
topped 40,000, after the
government on Friday re-
ported a further 357 famali-
ties in the last 24 hours.
Healith Secretary Matt Han-
cock said reaching the grim
milestone was "a time of
sarmow for us all®,

“We ve got 10 remember
that each one of these is an
impact on a family that will
never be the same again and
mi,' heart goes out to them
all,” he said.

"And it makes me redouble
my determination to deal
with this virus,"”

His muimistry said 40,261
people who tested positive
for COVID-19 had died as
of 0800 GMT on Friday.
Britain was already second
only to the United States in
terms of numbers of deaths,
and broader statistics indi-
cate the toll is much higher
when suspecied cases are
taken into account,

The Cifice for National Sta-
tistics, which tallies all
deaths in which COVID-19
was suspected or mentioned
on death certificates, put the
toll at 48, 106 up to May 22.
Prime Minister Boris John-
gon 15 going ahead with
plans to ease lockdown re-
strictions imposed on March
23, afier indications the
virus was past its peak.
Some schools reopened this
week to the voungest chil-
dren m England, while non-
essential shops will be
allowed to reopen their
doors from Monday,

A separate study published
on Friday said about 53,000
people in England had coro-
navirus in the last two
weeks of May,

But only 29 percent of those
who tested positive had the
symptoms, ONS said,

It surveved almost 20,000
people in private homes and
found that 21 people had the
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disease, which ates to
some 0.1 percent of England
5 56 million people.

As Britain gradually re-
opens, attention has focused
on the so-called R rate = the
average number of second-
ary infections produced by
one infected person.
Scientists and ministers say
the easing of lockdown
measures depends on keep-
ing the rate below one.
Modelling data published
on Friday by one group that
helps inform  government
policy su ted it was
above one n two English
TEgIOS,

“We believe it 15 probable
that R is below | in all re-
gions of England with the
exceplion of the Morth West
and the South West," said
the study by Public Health
England and Cambridge
University,

However, the government
said that information from a
range of sources put the rate
al ween 0.7 and 0.9
across Britain,

Hancock noted that the gov-
ernment s recently launched
“track and test” scheme
would focus on identifying
and isolating localised out-
breaks of coronavins.
Securing public support for
easing lockdown measures
and confidence about risks
are seen as key to retuming

o a semblance of normality. | 20

But the ON5 found only
four in 10 adults felt safe or
very safe when outside of
their home.,

Almost two in three parents
in England said they were
not confident about sending
their  children back 1o

school.

The study showed a de-
crease of positive tests in re-
cent weeks but higher rates
of infection for frontline
heakth staff and those unable
1o work from home.
ONLINE

Khan addressing a press conference af press clu

Govt. decided to send

matte of sugar subsidy to
NAB

lslamabad: Government
has decided to send the mai-
ter of subsidy of 20 billion ru-
Fec;'- 10 Sugar in ‘ im last

ive years to NAB, siated

that Prime Minister Imrn
Khan has approved a matnx
of actions to be laken inst
those named in the Sugar
Forensie Commission's
(SFCY reporn.

This was stated by Special
Assisiant o PFrime Mimister
on Accouniability Barrister
Shahzad Akbar during a
mdia hrl-:i'mg along with In-
formation Minister Senalor
Shibli Faraz in lslamabad
here on Sunday,

“Beven major actions have
been approved by the pre-
micr, The entire matier of
Rs29 billion subsidy given to
sugar mill owners will be in-
viestignied by the NAB. Any
-m-rn;nuin:ﬁlhai comrmiticd vi-
olations afier getting subsidy
would il within RABS ju-
risdiction. Subsides g:'--tn]by
the federal or provincial gov-
emments will be invesii-

ted.

The Federal Investigation
v {FIA) and Securities
and Exchange Commission
of Pakistan (SECP) would in-
viestigale corporale fraud, the
1al assistand saud, adding
lsﬁ':fsmtk fraud, sharcholder
fraud and other Iipﬁ of cor-
porate fraud such as under-
writing would be

investigated, be added.
The FLA would also invess
tigate the matter of fake ex-

ports to Afghanisian  and
moeney  laundering. Akbar
sand that "every receipt will
be checked and the FIA will
file cases in the couris within
%0 days against those who
did this.”

He said the Primse Minister
approved the recommenda-
uons and action poinis of
SURAT IMGUITY COMMIsHion ne=

rala hiﬁg level meeting

d in nigala today.
Shaheead Akbar said the meet-
ing also decided to send a ref-
ecrence o MAB of the
subsidics given in the country
since 1985, He said a politi-
cal family recgived subsidy in
billions of rupees by expor-
ing sugar o Indian duning the
190,

Shahesd Akbar said the re-
port of sugar inquiry com-
mission SUgEEsls
recommendations including
punishmenl and recoverics,
overhauling of latory
framework and to gﬂmlim
the sugar prices based on ac-
ieal cost E?plfdmlinn- He
said matter relating 1o un-
named sccounts and tranisc-
lions, x evasion and similar
issues 15 being seot 10 FBR.
The FBR has been direcied 1o
complete its proceeding in 90
d.'l;"!' time for further action.

{e said matter of canelizn-
tion of sugar industry is being
sent bo Competitive Comimis-
sion of Pakistan, The Special
Assistant said matter of in-
vestigation of corporate fraud
is being sent to FIA.

- KARACHI: Aview of Bangali Tiger taking
rest af Karachi Zoo during the warm weather in
provincial capiral,

J.-d
ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Accountabilify
Barrister Shahzad Akbar called on Prime Minister Imran Khan, in fed-
eral capital.
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"Time for a change': Anti-racism
?rntesters march across US
WASHING

TON: Tens of
thousands of peaceful pro-
testers rallied for racial jus-
lice Saturday in cilies across
the United States following
the death of Ge F &s
ihe mm'cmtnlmuﬁcggmg‘h}'
his killing a1 police hands en-
tered a second weekend.

Prodests took place from
Mew York to Los Angeles bul
Washington was al the ep-
center, a5 thousands of peo-
ple — black, white and brown
- flooded downtown streets
surmounding  the  White
House, which was barnicaded
with black metal fencing.

"This fight has been hap-

pening  for  many, many
dccadg.‘s, hundreds of years,
and a1 this point its time for
a change,” said Washingion
native Chnstineg  Moni-
T,

"I'm here 5o my son is nol
the next hashiag that is circu-
lating worldwide,” she
added, indicating her 10-
vear-old child standing next
1o her.

O a sunny bul oppres-
sively hot day, many people
wore masks because of the
corpnavirus pandemic,

Volunteors gave oul water,
hand sanitizer and other sup-
i:lliﬂ as the area took on a

ock party vibe, with music,
mural painting, food trucks,
and vendors selling Black
Lives Matier T-shirts.

Helicopters circled over-
head o5 some protesiers
danced — but the pain which
drove many in o the streets
was never far below the sur-
face, as others yelled "This
ain’t no party!”

Military 1as well

|| a5 police walched over the

gathering. But there appearad
1o be fewer than on previous
days, and some gave the pro-
lesters small smiles and
waves as they manched by.
O the MNatiomal Mall,

fencing  and  uniformed
gu.ud.s blocked protesiers
rom the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial where civil nghis
icon Manin Luther King Jr
famously delivered his "l
have a dream”™ speech in
1963,

"Martin Luther King stood
here, and after so many years
wi are back here with a new
message of . stid De-
nigce Layreni-Mantey, 31,

The prodests were ignited
by videos of a police officer
kneeling on Floyd's neck for
almosi nine manuies as be
pleaded for his life — the lu-
est unarmicd black person 1o
be killed by whie law ¢n-
forcement officers.

The oflicer, Derek Chau-
vin, has been charged with
second-degree murder.

The rage since Floyd's
death in Minneapolis on May
25 has exploded inlo the
mosl serigws civil wneest in
America since King was as-
sassinated in 1968,

Peaceful protests swelled
Saturday in other US cities:
tens of thousands rallicd
seross Mew York City and
Philadelphis; Chicago shut
down the kconic Lake Shore
Drive 1o facilitate protests;
and demonstrators marched
in Los Angeles,

But the demonstrations in
Washington were the biggest
since protesis began in Min-
neapolis before spreading
scross the country and then
abroad.

"Today, the pain is 50 raw
it can be hard 1o keep faith,”
tweeted Democratic dlim:u'a
dential opeful Joe Biden,

He added: “Bul ours is a
unicn worth fighting for, and
we are all ealled 1w the
cause.”

A remembrance for Floyd
was held Saturday in Rae-
ford, MNorth Carolina, the
state where he was bom, fol-

India, China
seek to 'peace-
fully resolve'

border face-off

NEW DELHI: India and
China have a I “peace-
fully resolve” a latest border
flarc-up that has heightencd
lemsions between the nuclear-
armed neighbours, New Delhi
said Sunday, after a high-level
mecling between army com-
manders.

Tensions have (lared in re-
cent weeks between the two

vonal powers over their

3, 50db-kilometre (2 200-mile)

fronticr, which has never boen
v demarcated.

Thousands of troops from
both countries are involved in
ihe face-off concentraicd in
India’s Ladakh region, just op-
posite Tibel,

"Boith  sides agreed 1o
peaceiully resolve the situa-
1500 in the border areas in ac-
cordance wilh VATICIS
bilateral agreements,” the for-
eign ministry said in a state-
menl,

The minisiry added thai the
commanders agreed an "early
resolution” was "essential™ for
bilateral relations between the
world’s wo most-populous
Teakbons.

"Accordingly, the two sides
will continue the military and
diplomatic cments o re-
mﬁ'ﬂ the n‘:nuﬁi%-n and to en-
sure peace and franguility in
the border nm:s."“ﬂhc slale-
menl saud.

There have been numerous
fece=-ofTs and brawls between
Chinese and Indian soldiers at
the frontier, but they have be-
come more frequent in necent
years, On May 9, scveral In-
dian and Chinese soldiers
wene injured in a high-altitude
cross-border clash involving
fists and sione-throwing in
Sikkim state. Indian officials
said that within days, Chinese
iraeopes encroached over the de-
marcation ling in the Ladakh
region, lurher o the west
India moved extra troops 1o
Pesitions opposite,

The talks, which took place
in the Chushul-Moldo region
between the two commanders,
arg believed io be the highesi-
level meeting since the Sikkim
exchange. India's Prime Min-
ister Marendra Modi and his
Chinese counterpart Xi Jin-
ping have sought to ease the
lznsions sl summins over the
past two years when they
agreed to boost border com-
municalions between  their
militaries,

lowing a memonal service in
Mi lis on Thursday.

Hundreds waited 1o view
his coffin, some holding um-
brellas against the ol sun.
gt ropy
o 5 highas a
arrived with the caskel,

Flovd's sisters LaTonya
and Zsa-Zsa Flovd told re-
porters they would not go in-
side, ;

"I can’t go in, 50¢ him lay-
ing in a coflin, it would drive
me crazy forever,” said
LaTonya through tears,

She expressed her pain at
walching the footage of her
brother’s agonizing death.

"It's very hard. Every time
I look up | see him on the

und, face up, nock down,
E::Illnrirlg please help me,®
she said, adding she wished
the video could be taken
down,

"I'Il never hear his voice,
I'll mever hear his laughter,
I"'ll mever tell him again that
I lowe him and likewise he'd
tell mwe the same,” said Fia-
FLTE

But, she said, she felt like
God “chose ham for a rea-
m."

"He called him up, 5o his
death was nol in vain.”™

Arcund the world, protest-
ers echoed the rage of Amer-
1can demonstraions.

"It 15 teme ko burn down in-
stitutional  racism,” one
speaker shouted through a
megaphone al o hooling
crowd of thousands outside

the parliament building in
Lorui:»u. ’

Tens of thousands rallied
i Australia snd France,
while im Tunis, hundreds
chanted: "We wanl justice!
Wi want to bresthe!®

Back in Washington, many
black protesters hailed the
multiracial, multi-¢thnic na-
ture of the demonurations,
calling.

ISLAMABAD: Leader of Pakistan People's Party
(PPF) Nafisa Shah addressing a frus conference in

Sfederal capita

NCOC provides
250 additional
ventilators to
provinces for capac-
ity enhancement

ISLAMABAD: Mamonal
Command and COperation
Centre has allocoted and is-
sied 250 additional ventila-
tors over last one week
th h MOMMA b overcome
challenges in critical care.

According o media re-
ports the data available, out
of these, 72 ventilators have
been iszued to Punjab, 52
each to Sindh and Khyber
Pakhmumkhwa, 2 (o]
Ralochistan and 10 each o
AJK and GB and 34 1o ICT.

The purpose is 1o enhance
capacity and meet réquire-
ments of provinces including
Azad  Kashmir, Gilgit
Balnstan and the Federal
Capital.

rom the available stock,
32 percent ventilators have
been allocated for COVID
till date,

In Faisalabad, 150 ventila-
tors are availahle, of those 57
are allocated for the COVID
and only five are occupied.

In Lahore, mumber of
aviilable ventilators is 793,
where 214 have been allo-
cated for COVID and 77 are
occupied by corona palients,

In Multan and
Rowalpindi, 150 and 229
v:nlil_aln:;ﬂ are available re-
spectively,

In Karnchi, the number of
avatlable ventilabors is 461
while 136 have been =et
aside for corona patients.

In Hydernbad, the numbser

of available ventilators is 30,
of which 20 are specified for
corona paticnts.

In Peshawar, the number
of available wventilators is
171, and 75 have been allo-
cated for COVIDL. OF these,
47 are occupiod.

In Abbottabad, the number
of mvailable ventilators is 25,
of which 12 are allocated for
COVID and four are oocu-
pied so far,

In Quetta, the number of
mvailable vennlators iz 61, of
which 29 are allocated for
COVID patients.

In Gilga, the number of
available venilators is 26, of
which 5 are allocared for
COVID and one is occupied.

In Mirpur, the number of
available ventilators 15 11
and all are allocated for
CONID,

In  Muraffarabad, the
number of available venitla-
tors is 28, of which 1% are al-
bocated for COVID,

And in lslamabad, the
number of available ventila-
tors 15 246, of which 92 are
allocated for COVID, and 13
are occupied.

Earlier the Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister on
National Healih Services, Dr
Zafar Mirza saud 75 percent
beds at intensive care units at
hospitals are unoccupied and
available for COVID-19 pa-
tiemts.

OMLINE

Govt. failed to counter corona
crises: APC

Lahore; The All Paries
Conferenee (APC) fized
by the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) has declared that
the mcumbenl government
has failed to counter Corona
crises, In the su scandal,
action should be 1aken
ppainst those responsible
firsd, the APC demanded then
of course an investigation
should be carmied out from
1945, The local bodies
should be restored instead of
Tiger Force, and while con-
demming  Cynthia D
Ritchie's slanderous cams
pai inst Shaheed Be-
nazir hutte  the APC
Enlznunribd deponation of US

According to the details,
the APC hosted by the PPP
wasz held ai Bilawal Howse in
which other ies imcludin
the PML-N, PML-Q, JI,
ANP, and other parties par-
ticipaied, Addressing  the
APC, PPP Central Punjab

President Qamar Zaman
Kaira said that our demand
was that the NAB-Niazi
nexus should end. He said
thal o new story is being told
the government ey
'uh-.-r'n:-k. mfc-urt inm:ﬂﬁin;ﬁ
the country and more are
being created,

He said thai the govern-
ment has no solution o any

blem and the PML-N and
PP leadership have been
kept in jails without a.n{n:a.-
son. Qamar Zaman Kaira
said that the ministers were
making predictions and big
ple would be caught
hurshid Shah has been in
MNAB custody for the last
seven months without any
evidence,

He said that the present
government is basically fas-
cist, the voice of opposition
in fascism is suppressed, the
government could nol collect
taxes and now il is hiding be-
hind Corona, Later in & press

One more
died due to
virus in Mar-

dan

Mardan: One more pa-
tient died due o corona
vines in the district the num-
bers reached o 36 while 20
maore paticnts lested positive
for corona virus in distnict in
thi last 24 hours thal ook
the number of patienis suf-
fering from the viral infec-
ticn o 17, health sources
said,

The sources added tha
2,537 tests were conducted
in the district so far the test
reports of 1,433 patients
came back negative while
the reports of 441 suspected
patieniz were still awaited
while 45 patients were at
differeni isolation cenlers,
Sources added that number
of patieniz al quaraniing
center 15 nil,

A total of 43,083 people
were screencd in different
parts of the district so far.
Meanwhile, the district ad-
ministration on the direc-
lives of deputy
commissioner Mohammad
Abid Wazrir has continwed
crackdown against the shop-
kecpers, petrol pumps, a
press statement issued said,

The officials checked 591
shops while 41 people were
arrested for violation of the
lockdown and the exploita-
ion of customers and over-
charging the customers in
different arcas of the district
and scaled 47 shops, District
sdminisiralion imposcd Rs
0 700 fine on differemt
shopkeepers for vielation of
lockdown and the exploita-
tron of customers,

The district administra-
tion also checked several
petrol pumps and check the
storage tanks, The district
sdministration  also  re-
quested the public to avoid
leaving homes unnecessarily
and wear facemasks,

Omline

conference, Qamar Zaman
Kaira said that in the Chinese
scandal, when the govern-
ment came to know that the
report was against itsell, var-
iows factics were used, We
demand an end Lo the NAB-
Niazi nexus, Qamar Zaman
Kaira has said that Shahead
Akbar's assels are nod known
and his citizenship is mot
known, he s kept only to
malign political opponenis,
OQamar faman Qairma said
that today the emplovees of
Steel Mill are Iooking
Asad Umar.

On this ooccasion, Fana
Sonaullah said that Shahead
Akbar had 1o bring 200 bil-
lion dollars from abroad,
What happened to him? If
the Corona virus had not
come, it would have been a
midterm clection year, and
all partics would have had o
work together. He saad that if
they wani change in the 15th
amendmaent,

RAWALPINDI: City Police Officer Muhammad
Ahsan Younas presenfing a shield to #r Public
Relation er Police Syed Bagar Hamdani at
CPO Office.

It’s ironic PM refuse to
wear mask but asks peo-
ple to take precautions:
PPP leaders

Islamabad: Central lead-
crs of Pakisian People'’s
Party Dr. Mafiza Shah, Sena-
tor Hubina Khalid and Nazir
Dhoki addressing a press
conference at the media cen-
ire Islamabad zaid that the
number of Covid-19 paticnis
have reached over hundred
thousand and over 2000 peo-
ple have lost their lives but
the prime minister [mran
Khan is todally insensitive to-
wards the pandemic and it is
ironic thal PM refuse to wear
mask bul asks people io take
precautions. They said that
the number of cases have
more than doubled just in 10
days since the leck wasg
relaxed on the onders of PM
Imran Khan, Prime minister
is not pnly PM of Mathia Gali
but the whole Pakistan and
should take everyvone along
with him afler devising a

unanimows palicy. They said
that Iriran n is a divisive
force in the couw

They said |h“;1?l Shahzad
Akbar hos no legal authonity
1o dheal with accountability is-
sucs a5 NAB is supposed 1o
be a free instibotion and the
courls should take notice of
his gibberish aboul account-
ability, They said that price

hike i= all ime high and in-
fation has touched 15% in
the A

Thi PPP leaders said that
the Covid-19 pack has
nof beocn lm::ug.lrl.H b-:éﬁgc the
parliament so how the gov-
crnment  will prepare  als
budget for the next fiscal
year. Mo meeting of health
commilice and finance Comes
mittee of iamsenl  was
held. They said that 9300
cmployecs of Pakistan Stecl
Mills have becn made unem-
ployed with a siroke of pen
Tt PPP will fight il end for
the rights of the PSM em-

lovees, They strongly con-
Eﬂﬁm:d IL: t&rw]ﬁﬁ
nccusation by a US citizen on
the PPP ership, Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutio
was (he woman Prime Min-
ister of the Muslim world
and the US citizen Cynthia D
Richie's concocted and base-
less pccusation are shameful
for the accuser.

They said that sugar com-
Mmission report is meaning-
less as the main culprit has
already Mled L'm:mmu?'. The
meain Elrulpn'l and bencliciary
of sugar scandal is Prime

Minister himself, they said.
Online

S persistent myths about coron-
avirus and why they are untrue

ISLAMABAD: Even before
the World Health Organiza-
fion (WHO) declared the
new coranavirus outbreak a
“pandemic,” their director
general, D, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, wamed of the
damger associaled  with
spreading false information
about the virus,
Al a conference on February
15, 2000, he declared that
“we're nol just fighting an
epidemic; we're fighting an
infodemic.”
“Fake news spreads [asier
and mone casily than this
virus and is just as danger-
ous,” he emphasized.
However, it can be difficult
to tell what is credible and
what is nod given the sheer
quantity of information that
people are sharing bath on
and offline,
Previpusly on Medical News
Today, we compiled a list of
28  mythsswrrounding  the
pew  coropaving  (SARS.
CoV-2). In this Special Fea-
fure, we will fake an in-depth
ook a1 five more persisbent
miyths and cxplain wh
plg should m:lu: lake lm
lace value,
Some articles claim that il a
person takes vitamin D sup-
cmenis, they will be less
ikel
CoV=2,
Ini people have based
thiese claimis on o comrover-
sial r that appears in the
journal Aging Clinical and
Expenmental Rescarch.
Thee paper’s authors claim o
have found a correlation be-
tween low mean levels of vi-
tamin [V in the laticns of
certan countrics and higher
rates ol COVID-19 cases and
refated deaihs in those same
countrics.,
Based on this correlation, the
authors hypothesize that sup-
plementing the dict with vi-

I conlract SARS-

tamin D may help protect
against COVID-19. How-
ever, there 5 no evidence o
suggest that this would actu-
ally be the case,

In a rapid review of the evi-
dence published on May 1,
2020, researchers from the
Centre for Evidence-Based
Medicing at the University of
Oxford in the United King-
dom unequivocally  con-
clude: “We found no clinical
evidence on vitamin D in
[1he Im:u:mim or [rcatment
of] COVID-19."

They also write thal “[1]here
waz f0 evidenee related o
vitamin [} deficiency i5-
posing to COVID-19, nor
werg there studies of supple-
mentation for preventing of
treating COVID-19."

Chher researchers who have
conducied reviews of the ex-
isting data surrounding a po-
tential relationship between
vitamin D and VID-1%

Eﬂgﬁe report by specialisis
from various institulions in
the UK., Ircland, Belgium,
and the United States —
which appeared in BMJ Mu-
trition, Prevention & Health
in May 2020 — also poinis
to a lack of supporiing evi-
dence in favor of taking vita-
mign [ supplements o
prevent  inlection  with
SARS-CoV-2. The s
authors wam that: “[Clalls
[for high dose vitanin [ sup-
plementation as a preventive
strategy against COVID-19]
are withoul suppon from per-
tinent studics in humans at
this time, bul rather based on
speculations about presunmed
mechanisms,” They also note
that although sufficient vila-
min [ can contribute o over-
all pood health on a
day-to=-day basis, aking sup-

lemenis without first sock-
ing medical advice can be

harmiul.

For cxample, taking oo
much vitamin D in the form
of a dietary supplement
could actually jeopardize
healih, especially among
peopke with certain underly-
ing chronic conditions.
Another widespread rumor is
that taking zinc supplements

eould hel svend infection
with SA oV-2 or treat
COVID-19.

It is true thal zing is an ¢ssen-
tial mingral thai helps sup-
port the funclioning of 1
human immune system,
Starting from this notion, a
tcam of researchers from
Russia, Cermany, and
Greeoe  hypothesized  tha
zing might be able o aci as a
preventive and adjuvant ther-
apeutic for COVID-19. Their
results appesr in (he Intema-
tional Jourmnal of Molecular
Medicine.

The rescarchers refer (0 in
vitro experiments that appar-
catly ﬂlr:wcd that .{impﬂs
were able fo inhibit the action
of o cenain enzyme that fa-
cilitates the viral activity of
SARS-CoV-2,

However, they also point out
the lack of actunl clinical ev-
idence that zinc might have
an effect against SARS-Col-
2 in humans, Onher papers
that cite the potential of zinc
as an adjuvant in COVID-19
therapy — including one that
appears in Medical Hypothe-
%¢5 — ang more speculative
and not based on any clinical
data. In a “Practice paliermns
and guidelines™ [ru];:cr from
April 2020 — which appears
in BMU Mutntion, Prevendion
& Health — nutritionist
Emma Derbyshire, Ph.D.,
and biochemist Joanne De-
lange, Ph.D., reviewed exist-
ing daia about zing
{alongside other nuinients) in
relation.




